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SUBJECT: VIABILITY OF SEMINAR MISSIONS 


Message Text 


REF: STATE A-2042, 2 JUNE 1978 

1 . IN FEBRUARY 1978, POST HOSTED USDOC SPONSORED AGRIBUSINESS 
SEMINAR. SEMINAR WAS GENERALLY WELL RECEIVED BY BOTH CAMEROONIAN 
OFFICIAL AND COMMERCIAL COMMIUNITIES. BASED ON THAT EXPERIENCE 
WE BELIEVE SEMINARS CAN SERVE WELL AS FOCAL POINT AROUND WHICH 
TRADE MISSIONS ARE ORGANIZED. EFFECTIVENESS OF ANY PARTICULAR 
SEMINAR MISSION WILL OF COURSE DEPEND MAINLY ON ITS THEME AND ITS 
COMPOSITION. FOR CAMEROON, FOLLOWING ITEMS CONTRIBUTE TO SUCCESS OF 
MISSION: (A) SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS BY MISSION MEMBERS SHOULD BE WELL 
THOUGHT (B) REASONABLY SOPHISTICATED AND NOT REPEAT NOT 
A SIMPLE SALES PITCH, (B) WRITTEN PRESENTATION/PROMOTIONAL 
MATERIALS SHOULD BE TRANSLATED INTO FRENCH AND BE AVAILABLE WELL IN 
ADVANCE OF MISSION (C) MISSION MEMBERS SHOULD HAVE RELATIVELY WELL- 
DEFINED MARKETING GOALS AND BE WILLING TO AGGRESSIVELY FOLLOW-UP 
ON LEADS GENERATED DURING THEIR STAY IN CAMEROON, (D) MEMBERS SHOULD 
BE PREPARED TO ARRANGE FOR FINANCING IF NEEDED, (E) MEMBERS SHOULD 
HAVE IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF FRENCH. 
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